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Finalist: Montaigne Medal, Eric Hoffer Award2nd Place: Reader Views Literary
AwardsHonorable Mention: Legacy Nonfiction This Ebook Library best seller is written by a wolf
advocate who spent three winters living and working in a remote corner of Yellowstone National
Park, home to some of the best wolf watching in the world."... the perfect read for all who dream
of wolves, winter and wilderness. Though Rick doesn't shy from exposing the unsettling realities
of the natural world and wildlife tourism, his skilled balance of humor, reverence and natural
history enlightens and entertains..." Andrea Lankford, author of Ranger ConfidentialWhen Rick
Lamplugh reports for work at the historic Lamar Buffalo Ranch on New Year's Eve, he has one
goal: to learn as much as possible about the ecology of the Lamar Valley and how wolves fit in.
He has three frigid months to explore on skis and snowshoes, to observe with all his senses,
and to listen to and talk with experts.Lamplugh's writing takes you with him as he watches winter-
hungry elk and bison migrate to the Lamar Valley to graze. As wolves, coyotes, and mountain
lions stalk the grazers while eagles, ravens, and magpies wait to scavenge. As the snowy
backdrop brings this saga of death and life into sharp focus and makes it unforgettable. A literary
blend of facts and feelings, In the Temple of Wolves celebrates nature's stark beauty and the
importance of wolves, while revealing Lamplugh's inner battles with his own human nature.

"...Cruisin' is accessible, fast-paced and informative, showing the rich history of fossil collecting
in the American West." -- Geotimes, May, 2008"...a fantastic work of art that is truly fanciful and
awe inspiring, catching the real flavor of a bygone life." -- Science Books & Films, May/June
2008"...belongs on coffee tables of every paleonerd, art lover, and general science enthusiast,
and the home of anyone with children." -- blogcritics.com, December 23, 2007"...this book will
make anyone want to go on a fossil hunt." -- True West, March 1, 2008"...Funny, stealthily
informative...This is one of a tiny handful of books equally useful to adults and twelve-year olds."
--Foreword Magazine, Jan-Feb 2009About the AuthorKirk R. Johnson is a paleobotanist and the
Sant Director of the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C. He
is the host of two recent PBS series, Making North America and The Great Yellowstone
Thaw. He has written ten books including Prehistoric Journey, Cruisin' The Fossil Freeway, and
Ancient Wyoming.Ray Troll is an artist who has illustrated ten books, including Cruisin' the Fossil
Freeway, Sharkabet, Rapture of the Deep, and Planet Ocean. He and his wife, Michelle, own and
operate the Soho Coho Gallery in Ketchikan, Alaska.
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D. Blair, “Highly Recommended - An Unforgettable Read!. We have visited the Lamar Valley of
Yellowstone in February several times in the past decade (as well as in the spring and fall). Its
beauty and wildness always draws us back. Rick Lamplugh describes his winter volunteer
experiences in almost lyrical terms, so much so that we could actually feel the bite of snow
crystals, smell the sage, see the bison plowing snow with their huge heads, hear in our minds'
ears the coyotes calling and wolves howling -- and he does this all without sentimentalizing the
harshness of the weather, and the life and death issues faced by all of the animals in the
ecosystem, large and small. Watching wolves hunt elk, watching the slow death of a bison calf,
dragging a road-killed yearling bison off to become food for a host of scavengers -- these are not
experiences for those who want to see Yellowstone in Disneyland terms. However, if you want to
read about the real Yellowstone, and participate in the author's occasional ambivalence about
what one sees when immersed In the Temple of Wolves, this is the book for you. We
appreciated his analogy of the experience to things spiritual -- "the temple of wolves," "this
sanctuary," the wolf expert he calls "the Archbishop" conducting "sunrise services" and giving
"impromptu sermons" for the participants in the Yellowstone "Wolf Weeks" - 5-day seminars led
by naturalists, for whom Rick was bus driver. This book was carefully researched, and the facts
and history he gives, in between his poetic narratives, are informative and add to the overall high
quality of this book. One small nit-pick: although calling the U.S. Army's Cavalry unit the "U.S.
Calvary" does tie in with the spiritual connections he makes (Calvary being the hill on which
Christ was crucified according to the Christian faith), we doubt he intended to do that. It's a
glaring error made by a lot of people and overlooked even by his editor, but is one of those little
irritations that temporarily interrupted the flow of his narrative for us. That said, it's a great read
and took us back to many wonderful experiences we've had visiting the Lamar Valley. His
description of hearing a wolf's howl for the first time was right on! It prompted us to get out our
video recording and relive it!”

SVS, “Wonderful taste of the Northern Range of Yellowstone: a must read!. I've known Rick
casually for few years and had no idea that he was such a great writer! I'm kicking myself for not
picking up this book earlier!If you have any interests in Yellowstone this is a great winter time
snapshot.I've lived in Gardiner for years and have taken several courses that Rick supported. His
descriptions of his experiences is right on, and really take you into the heart of the Northern
Range of Yellowstone.His very detailed and in depth writing takes you right into the wildness,
and it describes, very accurately, his and my own experiences for everyone to share. I enjoyed
reliving my own experiences from Rick's writing. His words bring the reader right into the
experiences of life and death in this one and only intact ecosystem.Highly recommend this
book!”



Sandra L. M., “I WANT MORE! GREAT BOOK!. It took two days to read this book...and done. I
could not be more SAD about that! I wanted it to go on forever, I did not want the book to end. I
got all wrapped up in Ricks adventures and the history of some important animals (and more)
that make up Yellowstone. I felt like I was there witnessing what Rick and his wife were seeing. I
laughed out loud at many parts as the writing was so real, so in the moment for me. I cried very
wet tears for the heartaches they had felt, cause again.....I felt like I was witnessing their pain as
well. Rick made you feel like you were actually in the moment with him no matter if he was
driving a tour bus of eager sightseers, stepping out of bed ready for the days activities or
witnessing a wold pack cross the Lamar Valley.... you were standing right there with him.When I
take my trip to Yellowstone within the next year I want to be in the exact places that Rick stood,
under the cottonwoods admiring the starry nights, on the roadside turnouts watching the wildlife,
or taking in a special informational chat with the locals. I want to do it all, thanks to this book. I felt
his information and history on the bison, ravens, coyotes and wolves were so thorough, factual
and complete and very interesting.I am ready for my journey to Yellowstone and I will carry with
me the many things I learned from this book... and this time... Rick will be with ME. Everywhere I
look I will remember what he told and taught me about Yellowstone through his wonderful book. I
can't wait!Great book!!!”

RGT, “A warm and personal view of animal survival in Yellowstone. A personal account of a
winter spent in Yellowstone and the Lamar Valley watching wolves and other wildlife. I read it
only a few days ago, i.e. just before I myself am due to spend a week in Yellowstone. Lamplugh
wants to understand the reality of the life and death struggles of the animals there. For example,
his mixed feelings, and those of other visitors, on seeing the dying bison calf and the coyote who
keeps diving in to eat it, and the 'paparazzi' who surround the carcass to take photos, reflect
what I suspect I may feel too, if I should see such an event. It's a timely reminder that nature is
not neatly and painlessly packaged but also that the death of one creature may be critical in
ensuring the survival of others.”

Mrs D., “A captivating account of life in Yellowstone.. Rick's writing encapsulates the experience
of life at Yellowstone - a riveting read which immerses the reader in an environment which is both
captivating and cruel, but always compulsive. A worthy advocate of those desperate for
protection, his words display a deep love and reverence for the creatures and natural world
surrounding him.  This is a must read for fans of the Yellowstone wolves in particular.”

Len Clark, “The role of wolves in our lives. A powerful and well written account of the role wolves
play in our lives and in our eco system. The author's descriptions of Yellowstone and the Lamar
Valley were beautifully presented, and educates us into understanding the need for the re-
introduction of wolves into this area, albeit a controversial decision. A good and enlightening
read from an author whose writing clearly expresses his love of the great outdoors.,”



Rhianon, “The Wild. Showing us how beautiful the wild is and how we should cherish and
protect our last wild spaces.Thank you for the wonderful experience of Yellowstone.Rhianon”

Rae, “Really enjoyed reading this. Absolutely gripping from start to finish. Really enjoyed reading
this. It felt like you were there watching everything unfold before your own eyes.”

The book by Coloring Books Now has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 520 people have provided
feedback.
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